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ANNOUNCING THE 2023 GUGGENHEIM FELLOWS  
171 scientists, writers, scholars, and artists honored across 48 fields 

(New York, NY)  On April 5, 2023, the Board of Trustees of the John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation approved the awarding of Guggenheim Fellowships to a diverse group of 
171 exceptional individuals. Chosen from a rigorous application and peer review process out of 
almost 2,500 applicants, these successful applicants were appointed on the basis of prior 
achievement and exceptional promise. To see the full list of new Fellows, please visit 
www.gf.org.  

“Like Emerson, I believe that fullness in life comes from following our calling,” said Edward 
Hirsch, President of the Guggenheim Foundation and 1985 Fellow in Poetry. “The new class of 
Fellows has followed their calling to enhance all of our lives, to provide greater human 
knowledge and deeper understanding. We’re lucky to look to them to bring us into the future.”  

In all, 48 scholarly disciplines and artistic fields, 72 different academic institutions, 24 states and 
the District of Columbia, and two Canadian provinces are represented in this year’s class of 
Fellows, who range in age from 31 to 85. Close to 50 Fellows have no current full-time college 
or university affiliation. Many Fellows’ projects directly respond to issues like the lasting effects 
of the Covid-19 pandemic, democracy and policing, scientific innovation, climate change, and 
identity.  

Generous gifts from friends and previous Fellows have helped support this year’s Fellows.  

• The actor and director Robert De Niro has underwritten Lavar Munroe’s Fellowship in 
Fine Arts in honor of his father, the painter Robert De Niro Sr., a 1968 Guggenheim 
Fellow. Munroe’s work reflects his upbringing in the Bahamas and considers themes 
such as resilience, memory, ancestry, and fantasy.  

• The Dorothy Tapper Goldman Foundation continues its support of the Fellowship in 
Constitutional Studies, awarded this year to Edward B. Foley of the Ohio State 
University. Foley studies election law and constitutional law.  

• Wendy Belzberg and Strauss Zelnick have underwritten a Fellowship in General 
Nonfiction awarded to Abraham Verghese in honor of the writer Stacy Schiff, a 1996 
Guggenheim Fellow and Foundation Trustee. Verghese, a physician, is the author of two 
memoirs and the bestselling novel, Cutting for Stone. 

• Jerold S. Kayden, Fellow 1989, has supported a new Climate Change Fund for 
Fellowships that are related to climate change in different fields of study. In 2023 the 
Climate Change Fund will support a Fellowship in Earth Science, awarded to Stephen R. 
Meyers, the Vilas Distinguished Professor in the department of geoscience at University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. He is studying ice sheet variability and sea level change.  



• The Eleanor Schwartz Charitable Foundation has underwritten a Fellowship in 
Medicine & Health awarded to Euan Angus Ashley. Ashley is a physician based at 
Stanford University who is best known for his numerous innovations in the field of 
medical genomics and precision medicine. 

• Matt Pincus and Sarah Min have underwritten a Fellowship in Fiction, General 
Noniction, or Biography for a woman or person of color. This new Fellowship has been 
awarded to General Nonfiction Fellow Kao Kalia Yang. Yang has written two memoirs 
about her family’s experience as Hmong refugees in the United States.  

• Park S. Nobel, a 1973 Guggenheim Fellow, has partially underwritten a Fellowship in 
Biology for Monica Dus, an associate professor in the Department of Molecular, 
Cellular, and Developmental Biology at the University of Michigan who studies 
nutrigenomics, the study of how food and genes interact.  

• Together, five Guggenheim Fellows have funded a Fellowship in Early Modern Studies: 
this year, its recipient is Tanya Pollard. Pollard is a professor at City University of New 
York, Brooklyn College, specializing in Shakespeare and the influence of classical Greek 
drama.   

• An exceptionally generous bequest in 2019 from the estate of the great American novelist 
Philip Roth, a 1959 Guggenheim Fellow, provides partial support for a wide variety of 
writers.  

• Fellows in the creative arts are partially supported by the Joel Conarroe Fund, named 
for the former President of the Foundation who was a Guggenheim Fellow in 1977. 

About the Guggenheim Foundation 

Created and initially funded in 1925 by Senator Simon and Olga Guggenheim in memory of their 
son John Simon Guggenheim, the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation has sought 
since its inception to “further the development of scholars and artists by assisting them to engage 
in research in any field of knowledge and creation in any of the arts, under the freest possible 
conditions.” 

Since its establishment, the Foundation has granted nearly $400 million in Fellowships to over 
18,000 individuals, among whom are more than 125 Nobel laureates, members of all the national 
academies, winners of the Pulitzer Prize, Fields Medal, Turing Award, Bancroft Prize, National 
Book Award, and other internationally recognized honors. The great range of fields of study is a 
unique characteristic of the Fellowship program. 

The Foundation centers the talents and instincts of the Fellows, whose passions often have broad 
and immediate impact. For example, Zora Neale Hurston wrote Their Eyes Were Watching God 
in 1936 with the support of a Guggenheim Fellowship and dedicated it to the Foundation’s first 
president, Henry Allen Moe. Photographer Robert Frank’s seminal book, The Americans, was 
the product of a cross-country tour supported by two Guggenheim Fellowships. The 
accomplishments of other early Fellows like Jacob Lawrence, Rachel Carson, James Baldwin, 
Martha Graham, and Linus Pauling also demonstrate the strength of the Foundation’s core values 
and the power and impact of its approach. 
 



JOHN SIMON GUGGENHEIM MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 

2023 Fellows – United States and Canada 

  

NATURAL SCIENCES 

Applied Mathematics 

• Erkki Somersalo, Cleveland Heights, OH 

Astronomy–Astrophysics 

• Diana Valencia Pineda, Toronto, ON, Canada 

Biology 

• Monica Dus, Ann Arbor, MI 
• Felicia Keesing, Tivoli, NY 
• Julius B. Lucks, Evanston, IL 

Chemistry 

• Gordana Dukovic, Boulder, CO 

Computer Science 

• Anima Anandkumar, Pasadena, CA 
• Venkatesan Guruswami, Berkeley, CA 
• Ronitt Rubinfeld, Cambridge, MA 

Earth Science 

• Stephen R. Meyers, Madison, WI 

Engineering 

• Federico Rosei, Montreal, QC, Canada 

Mathematics 

• Lillian B. Pierce, Chapel Hill, NC 

Medicine & Health 

• Euan Angus Ashley, Stanford, CA 
• Ezekiel J. Emanuel, Washington, DC 

Physics 

• Prineha Narang, Los Angeles, CA 
• Hirosi Ooguri, Pasadena, CA 
• Christopher Walter, Durham, NC 



  

SOCIAL SCIENCES 

Anthropology & Cultural Studies 

• Lucas Bessire, Norman, OK 
• Michael Cepek, San Antonio, TX 
• Emily Mendenhall, Washington, DC 
• David Scott, New York, NY 

Constitutional Studies 

• Edward B. Foley, Bexley, OH 

Geography & Environmental Studies 

• Andrew Herod, Athens, GA 
• Margaret Wickens Pearce, Rockland, ME 

Law 

• Scott L. Cummings, Los Angeles, CA 
• Mary Ziegler, Davis, CA 

Political Science 

• Frank R. Baumgartner, Chapel Hill, NC 
• William Howell, Chicago, IL 
• Tali Mendelberg, Princeton, NJ 

Psychology 

• Eduardo Mercado III, Clarence, NY 

Sociology 

• Jason Fletcher, Madison, WI 

  

HUMANITIES 

Architecture, Planning, & Design 

• Elizabeth Currid-Halkett, Los Angeles, CA 
• Sonia A. Hirt, Arnoldsville, GA 
• Inga Saffron, Philadelphia, PA 

Classics 

• Elspeth R. M. Dusinberre, Boulder, CO 
• Alex Purves, Santa Monica, CA 



Early Modern Studies 

• Elizabeth B. Bearden, Madison, WI 
• Tanya Pollard, Brooklyn, NY 

East Asian Studies 

• Amy Stanley, Evanston, IL 

English Literature 

• Deborah Lutz, New York, NY 

European & Latin American History 

• David L. Hoffman, Lancaster, OH 

European & Latin American Literature 

• Stefani Engelstein, Durham, NC 

Film, Video, & New Media Studies 

• Adam Lowenstein, Pittsburgh, PA 

Fine Arts Research 

• Bridget Alsdorf, Princeton, NJ 
• Roland Betancourt, Irvine, CA 
• Arlene Dávila, Brooklyn, NY 

History of Science, Technology & Economics 

• Jeremy A. Greene, Baltimore, MD 
• Gabrielle Hecht, San Francisco, CA 
• Projit Bihari Mukharji, New Delhi, India  

Intellectual & Cultural History 

• Gretchen H. Gerzina, Northampton, MA 
• Yuri Leving, Princeton, NJ 

Literary Criticism 

• Bonnie Honig, Waban, MA 
• Heather Love, Philadelphia, PA 
• Michael Rothberg, Los Angeles, CA 

Music Research 

• Shana L. Redmond, New York, NY 

 



Near Eastern Studies 

• Orit Bashkin, Chicago, IL 

Philosophy 

• Stephen Darwall, New Haven, CT 
• Jennifer M. Morton, Philadelphia, PA 
• Susanna Siegel, Cambridge, MA 

Photography Studies 

• Marita Sturken, New York, NY 

Religion 

• Jennifer Graber, Austin, TX 
• Jiang Wu, Tucson, AZ 

South & Southeast Asian Studies 

• Leela Prasad, Durham, NC 

Theatre Arts & Performance Studies 

• Patrick Anderson, San Diego, CA 
• Soyica Diggs Colbert, Washington, DC 
• Petra Kuppers, Ypsilanti, MI 

Translation 

• Michael Berry, Los Angeles, CA 

U.S. History 

• Edward Ball, Hamden, CT 
• Amanda Cobb-Greetham, Oklahoma City, OK 
• Mabel O. Wilson, New York, NY 

  

CREATIVE ARTS 

Biography 

• David Greenberg, New York, NY 

Choreography 

• Jon Kinzel, New York, NY 
• Liz Lerman, Tempe, AZ 
• Makini (jumatatu m. poe), Durham, NC 
• Richard Move, New York, NY 



• Meg Stuart, Berlin, Germany 
• Nejla Yatkin, Chicago, IL 

Drama & Performance Art 

• Kelly Copper, Long Island City, NY 
• Celeste Lecesne, Stone Ridge, NY 
• Pavol Liska, Long Island City, NY 
• Celeste Bedford Walker, Houston, TX 
• Kristina Wong, Los Angeles, CA 

Fiction 

• Lucy Corin, Berkeley, CA 
• Kali Fajardo-Anstine, Arvada, CO 
• James Hannaham, Brooklyn, NY 
• Jac Jemc, San Diego, CA 
• Don Lee, Baltimore, MD 
• Rebecca Lee, Wilmington, NC 
• Héctor Tobar, Los Angeles, CA 
• Jacqueline Woodson, Brooklyn, NY 

Film-Video 

• Amber Bay Bemak, Northampton, MA 
• Alex Camilleri, Brooklyn, NY 
• Todd Chandler, Brooklyn, NY 
• Maris Curran, Los Angeles, CA 
• Mamadou Dia, Charlottesville, VA 
• Mariam Ghani, Brooklyn, NY 
• Jon-Sesrie Goff, Murrells Inlet, SC 
• Larry Gottheim, Yonkers, NY 
• Idrissou Mora-Kpai, Ithaca, NY 
• Samantha Nye, Philadelphia, PA 
• Sierra Pettengill, Brooklyn, NY 
• Martine Syms, Los Angeles, CA 
• Sheri Wills, New York, NY 
• Sasha Wortzel, Brooklyn, NY 

Fine Arts 

• Olga Balema, Brooklyn, NY 
• Claudia Bitrán, Brooklyn, NY 
• Maura Brewer, Altadena, CA 
• Madison Brookshire, Los Angeles, CA 
• Pamela Council, Brooklyn, NY 
• Jamal Cyrus, Houston, TX 



• Betsy Damon, Brooklyn, NY 
• Sharon Daniel, San Francisco, CA 
• Anna Friz, Santa Cruz, CA 
• Andrea Geyer, New York, NY 
• Kapwani Kiwanga, Paris, France 
• Mary Mattingly, Brooklyn, NY 
• Jiha Moon, Doraville, GA 
• Lavar Munroe, Baltimore, MD 
• Erin Jane Nelson, Stone Mountain, GA 
• Joan Nelson, Stamford, NY 
• Diane Severin Nguyen, New York, NY 
• Tammy Nguyen, Easton, CT 
• Kelly Nipper, Minneapolis, MN 
• John Jerome O’Connor, Peekskill, NY 
• Rachel Rotenberg, New York, NY 
• Jessica Segall, Brooklyn, NY 
• Evita Tezeno, Dallas, TX 
• Jordan Weber, New York, NY 
• Tetsuya Yamada, Minneapolis, MN 

General Nonfiction 

• Dodie Bellamy, San Francisco, CA 
• Liana Finck, Brooklyn, NY 
• Jeff Hobbs, Los Angeles, CA 
• Beth Macy, Roanoke, VA 
• Edward McPherson, St. Louis, MO 
• Danielle Ofri, New York, NY 
• Roger Rosenblatt, New York, NY 
• Abraham Verghese, Menlo Park, CA 
• Kao Kalia Yang, Saint Paul, MN 

Music Composition 

• Lisa Bielawa, New York, NY 
• Keith Fitch, Cleveland Heights, OH 
• Kokayi, Washington, DC 
• Pascal Le Boeuf, Nashville, TN 
• Eun Young Lee, Auburndale, MA 
• Nicole M. Mitchell, Henderson, NC 
• Dafna Naphtali, Brooklyn, NY 
• João Pedro Oliveira, Santa Barbara, CA 
• Timothy Page, Sai Kung, NT, Hong Kong 
• Donald Vega, Oyster Bay, NY 

 



Photography 

• Tony Chirinos, Miami, FL 
• Deanna Dikeman, Columbia, MO 
• Curran Hatleberg, Baltimore, MD 
• Pao Houa Her, Blaine, MN 
• Laura Larson, Columbus, OH 
• Klea McKenna, San Francisco, CA 
• Mark McKnight, Ridgewood, NY 
• Edward Morris, Hudson, NY 
• Rebecca Moseman, Purcellville, VA 
• Sasha Phyars-Burgess, Bethlehem, PA 
• Shane Rocheleau, Richmond, VA 
• Aaron Rothman, Phoenix, AZ 
• Susannah Sayler, Hudson, NY 
• Christina Seely, Cambridge, MA 
• Jerry Spagnoli, New York, NY 

Poetry 

• Nicky Beer, Denver, CO 
• Brian Komei Dempster, San Rafael, CA 
• Kathy Fagan, Columbus, OH 
• Wayne Koestenbaum, New York, NY 
• Shara McCallum, State College, PA 
• Roger Reeves, Austin, TX 
• Atsuro Riley, San Francisco, CA 
• Karen Solie, Toronto, ON, Canada 

###  

 
Contact: 
Sue Mellin / sm@gf.org / 212-835-9021 
Kate Welsh / media@gf.org / 332-208-7479 x 122 
 

Follow the Guggenheim Foundation on social media: 
Twitter: @guggfellows 
Instagram: @guggfellows 
#guggenheimfoundation 
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